only be well-behaved under the terrible restraint
superimposed upon them. Let them show by their
correct conduct that they could be as worthy and model
citizens of India as any in the world. If these guardians
of law disregarded the law itself, running the Govern-
ment might become an impossibility. And it would be
most difficult to carry out the resolutions of the A. I. C. C.
as they should be.
SHERWANI'S MARTYRDOM
Having given them the gloomy side of the picture,
Gandhiji said that he would fain give them the bright
side also. He quoted from a note given to him by an
eye-witness of the story of exemplary bravery:
"Mir Maqbool Sherwani was a young brave leader of
the National Conference in Baramula. He was in the early
thirties.
"On learning that he was an important leader of the
National Conference, the invaders tied him up to two posts
in a place near the Nishat Talkies. They beat him first and
then asked him to repudiate the All Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference and its leader Sher-e-Kashmir Sheikh
Abdulla. They asked him to swear allegiance to the so-
called Azad Kashmir provisional government which had
its headquarters in Palandari.
"Sherwani stoutly refused to repudiate his national
organization and told the invaders to their face that the
Sher-e-Kashmir was at the head of affairs now, that Indian
Union troops had arrived and that the invaders would be
driven out in a few days.
"This enraged and frightened the invader gang who
riddled him with fourteen bullets. They cut off his nose and
183